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Gospel Reading
Matthew 11:2-11

Jesus tells John the Baptist of the signs of the
kingdom that are being worked through him and
praises John as more than a prophet.

Background on the Gospel Reading

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word meaning
“rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because “Rejoice” is
the first word in the entrance antiphon for today's Mass
taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark
this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle
instead of a purple candle. This Sunday is a joyful
reminder that our salvation is near.

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent
reflection on the person and message of John the
Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his
relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we

DIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT DRIVE
Diocese of Salt Lake City | www.dioslc.c

2025 DDD Report
(As of 12/08/2025)
e 2025 Goal: $25,500.00
e Total Paid: $18,027.00
e Amount needed to reach goal: $7,473.00
“Eucharist, The Heart of Giving.”
Please consider pledging/donating to the 2025 DDD

No gift too small.
Scan to Donate:

GOAL: $25,500

w $18,027

Upcoming Holiday Office Closers

Dec 23 to the 26" in observance of Christmas

December 30" -January 2" in observance of New
Years

If you have an emergency during this time please
contact Father Ariel or Hillary on her cell phone this
number is listed in the bulletin
We have a great need
of more Lectors and
Euceristic Ministers
especially for the 9 am
Sunday Mass. Please
contact Father or
Roxaine Burman if you
would be interested.
This is a wonderful
way to sere in the
Parish.

100" Anniversary books
are now on sale for
$5.00. Thisisa
beautiful book
documenting the
history of our Parish.
Pick up your copy at the
CCW craft fair.
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Stay connected in our parish and diocese:

(V)

pcoming Special Masses

December 24th Christmas Eve
Mass 5:30 PM (English)
December 24th Midnight Mass
11:00 PM (bilingual)
December 25th Christmas Day
December 25" 10:00 AM
(bilingual)

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God Vigil Mass December 31°*
7:00 pm

Solemnity of Mary January 1*
10:00 AM

Upcoming Mass Changes

No

*No Daily Mass December 24" - 26™

Daily Mass December 31st-January 2™

invited to stay
and play Bingo
after our

Potluck Dinner

hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison,

about the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry fate T

Time: 6:00 p.m.

and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of
God.

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in
chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John sends word to
Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for
whom he has been waiting. Jesus responds by pointing
to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and
the other hearers to make their own determination. In
his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role
in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all
of those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as
great as John and even greater.

Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom
being performed recalls the salvation described by the
prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the
beginning of salvation is already mysteriously present to
us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our
midst as manifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus and
in the Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the
coming reign of God. Even as we observe our world
today, we can find glimpses of God's work among us.
Even more, we help to prepare the way for God's
kingdom by our words and our deeds. This message is
indeed a cause for rejoicing.

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-
advent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/

Mass Intentions
Saturday,December 13:
Sunday, December 14:
Monday, December 15:
Tuesday, December 16:
Wednesday, December 17:
Thursday, December 18: Birthday of
Randy Wall
Friday, December 19:

Parishioners are invited to bring in requests for Mass
Intentions.Contact Hillary in the parish office to have your intentions
added to the bulletin.

ST. JAMES FAMILY
MOVIE MORNING

SATURDAY, YN -

JAN. 10, 2026
AT 10:30 AM

Vernal Cinemas, 1400 W. Hwy. 40
Vernal, UT 84078

WEEKLY FINANCIAL
REPORT

Weekend of 12/6 and 12/7/2025
» Weekly Goal: $3,000.00
e Total Mass Collection: $3058.01
e Difference:+$58.01

Second Collection: $312.00

UPCOMING 2ND
COLLECTION

Location: Parish Hall

Come enjoy dinner and visit with your fellow
parishioners.

The Parish will provide meat and pﬁnch.
Please bring a dish to share. &

Please bring a non-perishable food | g
Food items will be collected and dona ted to
the Ashley Valley Food Pantt . #

.. Por favor traigan un alimento no perecedero. Los alim
dos y donados al Banco de Ali de Ashl

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por favor mmm a Michelle St atf
ERENEE

cualauier miembro de CCW.

Upcoming 2nd Collection:

December 14"
DDD

*All 2nd collection envelopes can be found at
the back or side entrances of the church.
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